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on the Hungarians, was solidly behind the government.14 A British squadron under Admiral Sir William Parker reached Besika Bay, outside the Dardanelles, on October 27, N.S., and on November 1 entered the Straits and anchored between the inner castles and Point Nagar. Twelve days later it was withdrawn. Whether the appearance of British warships inside the Straits was or was not a violation of the convention of 1841 is a controversial and somewhat academic question. Russia and Austria believed that it did constitute a violation, and Palmerston, in replying to their protest, admitted that Parker was in error and promised not to repeat the offense. The refugee question, however, was disposed of by direct negotiations between Turkey and Russia. Fuad Pasha, a special emissary of the sultan, arrived in St. Petersburg and was received by the tsar on October 16, N.S. Three days later it was officially announced that the imperial government had dropped its demand for the surrender of the Polish refugees. It is possible that Nicholas's decision was influenced by the firm attitude of England and France., but it could not have been due to the movement of the British squadron, which did not reach Besika Bay until October 27, N.S. Diplomatic relations between Russia and Turkey were resumed by the end of 1849. Austria proved more recalcitrant, but the question of refugees was finally settled by the repatriation of some 3,000 Hungarians who had accepted an amnesty. Kossuth and other Hungarian leaders remained behind and early in 1851 sailed for the United States, while General Bern and several other Poles became Mohammedans and entered the Turkish service.
The desire to prevent the unification of Germany under the leadership of Prussia was one of the underlying reasons for the support lent to Vienna by St. Petersburg. After the Napoleonic wars, especially in the second quarter of the nineteenth century, the German national movement had made rapid progress and, indeed, was one of the powerful factors behind the revolution of 1848. The maintenance of the loose German confederation created by the treaties of 1815 and the retention by the heterogeneous Austrian empire of its preponderant position among the German states was regarded as a check on the growth of extreme German nationalism, although the full conse-
14 A notable exception was Queen Victoria. "What business have we to interfere with Polish and Hungarian refugees in Turkey?" she asked Lord John Russell on Sept. 12 (Bell, op. cit.7 II, 20). Temperley, however, maintains that on the question of refugees "the queen ... for once saw eye to eye with her foreign minister" (Temperley, op. tit., p. 263).